[image: ]Bosmere Junior School	
South Street
Havant






Mobile Phone & Smart Devices Policy

	Date:
	March 2026

	Review Date:
	March 2029

	Responsibility:
	Deputy Headteacher

	STATUTORY
	No

	Checked against Equality Policy
	



	Headteacher:


	Date:

	Chair of Governors:
	Date:





Rationale:
Mobile phones, smartwatches, and other connected devices are now part of everyday life, and many pupils own them. We understand that some parents may wish their child to carry a device for safety reasons, particularly before or after school.
However, these devices can cause significant problems in school, including disruption to learning, safeguarding risks, bullying, and inappropriate web usage. Wearable devices such as smartwatches and smart-glasses, in particular, present monitoring challenges and can compromise pupil and staff safety. For these reasons, the use of mobile phones and wearable smart devices during school hours is strictly forbidden, and pupils found using them will be dealt with in accordance with this policy.
Bosmere Junior School is committed to being a Smartphone-Free Childhood school. We believe that children under 14 do not require smartphones, and that primary-aged children should not be exposed to the risks associated with social media or constant connectivity. For parents who wish to contact their child, non-smart alternatives are available and encouraged. Our aim is to protect children’s wellbeing, reduce anxiety, and ensure school remains a safe, focused environment for learning and play.

Purpose:
1. To clarify the school position on mobile phones and other devices.

2. To ensure that staff, pupils and parents are fully conversant with the policy and understand the reasons for the policy.

3. To support our behaviour management policy, which aims for outstanding behaviour and safety of pupils across the school.

4. To ensure that pupils welfare and safeguarding incidents associated with mobile phones and other devices are minimised.

Guidelines for parents and pupils:
1. The school will not accept responsibility for loss, damage or theft of a mobile phone or smart device. 

2. The decision to allow a child to bring a mobile phone or smart device to school rests with a parent. Parents and pupils must be aware that bringing a phone or smart device to school carries the risk of loss, damage or theft. For this reason the school would discourage parents to allow their children to bring phones or smart devices to school.

3. If they are brought into school, mobile phones and other devices must remain switched off during school hours and kept out of sight. This includes break and lunchtimes. Mobile phones and smart devices are not allowed to be used on site – this is defined as ‘inside the school gates’ and includes the playground at the beginning and end of the day.

4. Any pupils seen using their mobile phone or smart device during school hours will have it confiscated. Phones and smart devices must not be seen or heard. This includes the use of Smartwatches – pupils are not allowed to wear these as they are extensions of mobile phones and will be treated as such. Smart-Watches should not be worn to school as they often include a camera, game, calculator and link to a phone for the purpose of messaging. It is also not sufficient for parents to state that watches have been put into ‘School Mode’. While this can limit functionality it is not practical for staff to monitor whether this is being adhered to. There are some watches which have more limited functionality e.g. simpler Fit-bits which just record data about the wearer or simple digital watches that look like smart watches and these might be acceptable but it is not reasonable to expect school staff to spend time determining which devices are suitable for school and staff will ask children to keep smart watches in their bags until the end of the day. Please contact your child’s class teacher if you have a question regarding a specific watch. Simple analogue and digital watches remain completely appropriate for school and we would recommend them for helping children to develop their understanding of time.

5. The school will not accept responsibility for storing a phone unless it has been confiscated from a pupil due to misuse in which case it will be sent to the office for a parent to collect at the end of the day.

6. Pupils who use their phone or smart device in school on more than one occasion will be referred to the Deputy Headteacher who will then consider strategies such as a pastoral meeting and a detention. Repeated confiscations or violations of the Mobile Phone and Smart Device Policy may result in a child being banned from bringing a mobile phone or smart device to school.

7. Pupils are strongly advised not use their phone or smart device to listen to music if they are cycling or scooting to school. Pupils should also be mindful of traffic and dangerous situations if using their phone or smart device when walking to and from school.

8. Pupils will receive assemblies explaining the mobile phone and smart device policy and the policy will be placed on the school website for parents/carers to access.

9. Children must never use their mobile phones or smart devices to take photographs of pupils or adults on the school site. 

10. Parents and carers are welcome to take photographs and video recordings at school events for their own personal use. However, these images must not be shared on social media or any online platform to ensure the safety and privacy of all children. Staff may also use school-approved smart technology to photograph or film events. This will only be done to create a visual record for educational purposes or to promote aspects of school life. Images of children will never be shared outside of school without prior parental permission.

11. To protect the privacy and confidentiality of pupils, families, and staff, parents are not permitted to use mobile phones, smartwatches, wearables, or any other recording devices to film or record the audio of any meeting held within school.

12. When issues with mobile phones or smart devices exist that involve a serious misuse of the phone or smart device, parents will be asked to meet with a member of staff to address this issue as soon as possible.

13. Where there is a potential safeguarding concern e.g. transmitting inappropriate images, cyber bullying; it may be necessary for one of the Designated Safeguarding Leads to contact Children Services and/or the Police.

Accommodations for Pupils with Specific Needs
Bosmere Junior School recognises that some pupils may have medical conditions, disabilities or other significant additional needs that require the use of mobile phones or smart devices as part of their daily management or support. In such cases, reasonable adjustments will be considered on an individual basis in consultation with parents/carers and relevant professionals. This may include allowing a device to be used under supervision for health monitoring, communication or accessibility purposes. Any such arrangements will be clearly documented and agreed upon with the school’s leadership team to ensure that safeguarding and educational priorities are maintained while supporting the pupil’s wellbeing and inclusion.
As part of our commitment to safeguarding and preparing pupils for life in a digital world, children are taught about digital literacy, online safety, and the responsible use of technology through both the Computing and PSHE curriculum, ensuring they develop the knowledge and skills to navigate the digital environment safely and respectfully.
This policy will be reviewed regularly as part of the school’s wider safeguarding and behaviour policy evaluations, taking into account feedback from staff, pupils, and parents, as well as any emerging trends or guidance to ensure it remains effective and relevant. The school will continue to engage with parents and carers to promote understanding of the policy and support safe and responsible device use at home.

* This policy should be read in conjunction with the school’s Behaviour Policy, Safeguarding Policy, and Online Safety Policy.
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