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Bosmere Junior is a mainstream, local authority school that serves a wide ranging community. At Bosmere Junior School we value every child whatever their individual needs may be and aim to work within the framework of the 2014 SEND Code of Practice. All children have the same entitlement to the whole school curriculum and we are committed to making this accessible to all children according to their individual needs.

	 Frequently asked questions
	Person(s) with responsibility
	School Based Information and Responsibilities

	[bookmark: _Ref388612356][bookmark: _Toc388613114][bookmark: _Toc388614462]What should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?
	Class teacher
	· Make an appointment to speak to your child’s class teacher, either in person or over the phone
· Or you can speak to the class teacher at the next parent’s evening

	
	SENCO
	· If appropriate, the class teacher may refer you to the school SENCO (Mrs Reed) who has responsibility for providing guidance in the area of SEND in order to secure high quality teaching and effective use of resources
The school phone number is: 02392 482988
The school email address is: adminoffice@bosmere.hants.sch.uk

	[bookmark: _Toc388613115][bookmark: _Toc388614463]
How does the school identify special educational needs?
	Learning Support Assistants

Class Teachers

SENCO
(Special Education Needs Coordinator)
	According to the 2014 SEND Code of practise: 
A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they: 
(a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age; or 

(b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions. 

At Bosmere, children are identified as potentially experiencing SEND through the following:
· if the child has a physical or learning impairment that prevents them from accessing the National Curriculum without significant additional support 
· if a child requires the support of an outside agency to support them with a specific learning difficulty or physical disability
· if a child is making significantly less progress than expected despite the appropriate support being provided
· if concerns are raised by a parent
· if concerns are raised by a teacher; for example behaviour or self-esteem is affecting a pupil’s performance

	[bookmark: _Toc388613116][bookmark: _Toc388614464]What additional support is offered to families?

	Home-Link Worker
	At Bosmere Junior School we have a Home School Link Worker (Mrs Lever) who can help to support pupils access education. They may need this for a variety of reasons such as long term illness or family trauma. 
The school has an ‘open-door’ policy and members of staff with responsibility for pupils are happy to meet with family members to discuss their needs. This could include discussion regarding a pupil’s ongoing academic performance, medical needs, referrals to an outside agency or a change in family circumstances.

	[bookmark: _Toc388613117][bookmark: _Toc388614465]How does the school evaluate the provision made for pupils with SEND?

	If your child has a special educational need their name will be placed on the school SEND Register.  

The school SEND Register is updated regularly and is available to all appropriate staff.  The SENCO meets with teachers regularly as part of our model of assessment in order to review the progress of pupils with SEND. During these meetings, progress is discussed and additional provision is adjusted as necessary. The school leadership team also monitors the provision for SEND pupils through lesson observations, pupil discussions and work scrutiny.

If your child has complex SEND they may be part of an IPA (Inclusion Partnership Agreement) or an Education and Health Care (EHC) Plan. Strategies employed to enable the student to progress will be recorded within a Pupil Profile.  This is reviewed on a termly basis. 
· early identification of children with special educational needs
· appropriate support for any child with a special educational need
· children with SEND are included in all areas of school life
· some children with SEND will improve sufficiently to be removed from the SEND register
· children with significant SEND will receive appropriate support from the LEA and other outside agencies
· there will be support and information for the parents of children with SEND
· our tracking and assessment procedures will be used efficiently to monitor and measure the progress of SEND children
· our SATs results will reflect the best possible attainments of children with SEND

	[bookmark: _Toc388613118][bookmark: _Toc388614466]How are the governors involved and what are their responsibilities?

	· The SENCO reports to the Governors to inform them about the progress of children with SEND; this report does not refer to individual children and confidentiality is maintained at all times.

· One of the Governors is responsible for SEND and meets regularly with the SENCO.  

	[bookmark: _Toc388613119][bookmark: _Toc388614467]How does the school assess and review the progress of my child’s SEND needs?

	Class Teachers




School Leadership Team
	As a school we measure children’s progress in learning against National Curriculum expectations and age related expectations. As a school we track and monitor children’s progress using a variety of different methods including formative and summative assessment; the class teacher continually assesses each child and notes areas where they are improving and where further support is needed. Pupils have targets in reading, writing and maths which are regularly reviewed and the school also tests SEND pupils’ reading, comprehension and spelling ages. 

Class teachers and the Head teacher meet on a termly basis to discuss pupil progress. Children who are not making expected progress are picked up through regular review meetings with the subject heads, the SENCO and the senior leadership team.  They will meet to discuss potential barriers to learning and what further support can be given to aid pupil progression.  


	[bookmark: _Toc388613120][bookmark: _Toc388614468]How will I know how my child is doing?
	We believe that your child’s education should be a partnership between parents and teachers, therefore we aim to keep communication channels open and communicate regularly, especially if your child has complex needs. 

We offer an open door policy where you are welcome, any time, to make an appointment to meet with either the class teacher or SENCO and discuss how your child is getting on. We can offer advice and practical ways that you can help your child at home. 

A Pupil Progress Report is also sent home as part of our assessment model in November and March. Parents will also receive a detailed ‘End of Year’ report in July.

If you have a child with complex SEND who has an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) a formal review with parent(s), the SENCO, relevant school staff and any outside agencies will take place at least once a year to review the child’s EHCP.  

Your child will be given a reading diary which they will bring home regularly. This can also be used to share comments from parents and teacher that can be responded to when needed.

	[bookmark: _Toc388613121][bookmark: _Toc388614469]How will you help me to support my child’s learning?
	If you require help in supporting your child’s learning please contact the class teacher or the SENCO. They can offer advice and practical ways in which you can help your child at home. Your child will be given regular homework through the school year that is designed to support the work they are doing in school. Your child will also be given access to the school library, reading scheme books and several online learning resources e.g. MyMaths.
The school website also has links to additional online learning resources designed to support children’s learning.
Bosmere Junior School website: http://www.bosmere.hants.sch.uk/

	[bookmark: _Toc388613122][bookmark: _Toc388614470]What is the school’s approach to teaching pupils with SEND?
	A Graduated Approach to SEND Support 
A process of on-going teacher assessments and termly pupil progress meetings with the leadership team identifies those pupils making less than expected progress given their age and individual circumstances. The school’s first response is high quality targeted teaching by the class teacher. Where progress continues to be less than expected, the class teacher will discuss their concerns with the SENCO. In deciding whether to make special educational provision, the teacher and SENCO will consider all of the information gathered from within the school about the pupil’s progress, alongside the views of parents/carers and pupil. During this stage extra teaching or interventions may be put in place as a pupil’s response to such support can help to identify their particular needs.
Where pupils have higher levels of need, and with parental permission, the school may to seek advice from external agencies.
If the support needed can be provided by adapting the school’s core offer then a child might not be considered SEND or placed on the SEND register. If, however, the support required is different from or additional to what is ordinarily offered by the school, the child will be placed on the SEND register at SEND Support. The school will then seek to remove barriers to learning and put effective special educational provision in place. This begins a cycle of assess, plan, do, review with the child/young person at the center of the process.
The four part cycle: 
Assess: We will ensure that we regularly assess all pupils’ needs so that each child’s progress and development is carefully tracked compared to their peers and national expectations. We will listen to the views and experience of parents/carers and the pupil. In some cases we will draw on assessments and guidance from other education professionals e.g. Educational Psychologists (EP) and from health and social services. 
Plan: Where SEND Support is required the teacher and SENCO will put together a plan outlining the adjustments, interventions and support which will be put in place for the pupil as well as the expected impact on progress and outcomes, including a date when this will be reviewed. Targets for the pupil will be shared with her/him using child friendly language and with parents/carers. All staff who work with the pupil will be made aware of the plan. 
Do: The class teacher is responsible for working with the pupil on a daily basis. She/he will also liaise closely with LSAs or HLTAs who provide support set out in the plan and monitor the progress being made. The SENCO will provide support, guidance and advice for the teacher. 
Review: The plan including the impact of the support and interventions will be reviewed each term by the teacher, SENCO, parent/carer and the pupil. This will inform the planning of next steps for a further period or where successful the removal of the pupil from SEND Support.

	[bookmark: _Toc388613123][bookmark: _Toc388614471]How will the school staff support my child?   
	All teachers are responsible for ensuring that their students receive relevant support and that individualised teaching and learning strategies are implemented.  Differentiation is planned for, at an appropriate level, so that all children are able to access learning according to their specific needs.  

	[bookmark: _Toc388613124][bookmark: _Toc388614472]How does the school adapt the curriculum and learning environment for pupils with SEND?
	We provide effective opportunities for all children using, as a basis the National Curriculum 2014. In our planning and teaching at Bosmere Junior School teachers set suitable targets, respond to pupils’ diverse learning needs and overcome potential barriers to learning for both individuals and groups of children. The SENCO will monitor the differentiated curriculum provided for children with SEND. They will also support class teachers and LSAs with their planning if requested.
Learning objectives are always made explicit but activities may be adapted or planned separately as appropriate. 
Subject leaders, in discussion with class teachers, may decide that a pupil would benefit from a programme of intervention outside of the classroom, focusing on reinforcing or extending their learning.  Typically, a pupil with SEND will be identified as benefiting from this type of intervention. This may be delivered by an HLTA or LSA under the guidance of the class teacher.

In addition, specialist advisors or outside agencies may provide specific programmes of intervention aimed at pupils with SEND, one-to-one, under the direction of the SENCO.  This may mean that a pupil is withdrawn from the curriculum to attend a series of lessons.

Children with SEND will be provided with opportunities to engage in a variety of activities with children who do not have SEND in both curricular and non-curricular activities.

	[bookmark: _Toc388613125][bookmark: _Toc388614473]What additional support for learning is available to pupils with SEND.
	There are a range of additional programmes of support provided at Bosmere Junior School to meet the needs of pupils with SEND.  These interventions may include in-class support from a LSA, small group work from an HLTA or individual work from a specialist teacher or trained member of the learning support team. For more details about individual interventions, please speak to the SENCO (Mrs Reed).

	[bookmark: _Toc388613126][bookmark: _Toc388614474]How is the decision made about the type and how much support my child will receive?
	Class Teacher
SENCO
	If your child has been identified as having special educational needs, any additional or different types of support will be delivered based on their individual barriers to learning.
Typically, a pupil who needs additional support with their literacy or numeracy may receive a programme of in-class support from the teacher or LSA on a regular basis. They may also receive several weeks of additional small group support delivered by a teacher or HLTA.
In some individual cases, a pupil may require a specific programme of one-to-one support.  The decision for this type of intervention may be recommended by the SENCO or by members of the senior leadership team at a progress review meeting.

	How do you assess if my child needs additional support in exams?
	SENCO
	There are a wide range of access arrangements (e.g. additional time) available in order to provide children who qualify with additional support during the Key Stage 2 SATs. The SENCO consults teaching staff and uses current records of attainment and diagnostic testing in order to decide whether a pupil should be considered for access arrangements. 
We then answer the seven questions listed on Primary Assessment Gateway website e.g. Can the pupil read age appropriate texts aloud and fluently, at a speed of 90 words per minute with relatively fire errors (i.e. less than five errors per 20 words)? Our responses to these questions determine whether a child is entitled to access arrangement and which they can use. If you feel that your child needs additional support in school exams please speak to the class teacher or the SENCO. 

	How will my child be included in activities outside of the school classroom including school trips?
	All children are included in all parts of the school curriculum and we aim for all children to be included on school trips and activities.  We will provide the necessary support to ensure that this is successful. 
If a child has significant medical needs, the school may seek support from Hampshire’s Specialist Teacher Advisory Services in conducting risk assessments or finding strategies to maximise equality of opportunity. 
A risk assessment is carried out prior to any off site activity to ensure everyone’s health and safety will not be compromised.  In the event that it is considered unsafe for a child to take part in an activity, then alternative activities will be provided in school.

	[bookmark: _Toc388613127][bookmark: _Toc388614475]What support is available for improving the emotional and social development of pupils with SEND?
	Class Teacher
SENCO
Home-School Link Worker (HSLW)
Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA)
	We are an inclusive school; we welcome and celebrate diversity. All staff believe that children having high self-esteem is crucial to a child’s well-being. We have a caring, understanding team looking after your children.
 The class teacher has overall responsibility for the pastoral, medical and social care of every child in their class, therefore this would be the parents’ first point of contact. If support is required the class teacher liaises with the SENCO for advice and support. This may involve working alongside outside agencies such as Health and Social Services, MHST and/or the Behaviour Support Team.
The school also has a Home School Link Worker who supports the development of effective communication and good working relationships between school, families and other support agencies in the community. They will work with school on the early identification of families needing support and take appropriate action. 
The school also employs two Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ELSAs). They are teaching assistants who have received specific additional training from educational psychologists from whom they receive on going supervision following training. Their role is to support children and young people in school to understand and regulate their own emotions whilst also respecting the feelings of those around them. 
The school also has access to the Mental Health Support Team (MHST). The MHST offers a variety of sessions to all pupils e.g. emotional resilience, as well as support through CBT based sessions for individual pupils. The MHST also offers workshops for parents/carers in supporting children’s mental health.

	[bookmark: _Toc388613129][bookmark: _Toc388614476]How do I contact the SENCO?
	The Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) is Mrs Reed. She has the responsibility for providing guidance in the area of SEND. You can contact Mrs Reed by speaking to a member of the office staff or by using the contact details below:
The school phone number is: 02392 482988
The school email address is: adminoffice@bosmere.hants.sch.uk

The SENCO is also available during parents evenings. You will be asked if you would like to meet with the SENCO when you make an appointment with your child’s class teacher. 

	What are the arrangements for the admission of disabled pupils?
	Hampshire County Council is the admission authority for Bosmere Junior School. The admission arrangements are determined by the County Council, after statutory consultations. 

If your child has significant medical needs or a disability, we would recommend meeting with the SENCO or the Headteacher to discuss their requirements in order to ensure that all ‘reasonable adjustments’ can be planned for to ensure equality of opportunity. 

Pupils with disabilities may have an Education, Health and Care Plan. The school governors will admit any pupil whose final EHCP names the school. For more details, please see the school’s Admissions Policy available on the website.

	[bookmark: _Toc388613131][bookmark: _Toc388614477]How accessible is the school environment?
	The majority of the school building and playground is accessible for a child in a wheelchair, although due to the split level design of the building this involves using the outside pathway to access the classrooms. The newer part of the building with 3 classrooms at the far end from the entrance has a ramp, as an alternative to steps, which is specifically designed for wheel chair use. The only part of the building that is not suitable for wheel chairs is the upstairs staffroom which is not accessible to children. For more details, please see the school’s Accessibility Policy available on the website. 

	How does the school prevent disabled pupils from being treated less favourably than other pupils?
	Bosmere Junior School aims to treat all stakeholders, including pupils, prospective pupils, staff, governors and other members of the school community favourably and, wherever possible, takes reasonable steps to avoid placing anyone at a substantial disadvantage. The school aims to work closely with disabled pupils, their families and any relevant outside agencies in order to remove or minimise any potential barriers to learning, which puts them at a disadvantage, but allows them to learn, achieve and participate fully in school life. For more details, please see the school’s Equality Policy available on the website.

	[bookmark: _Toc388613128][bookmark: _Toc388614478]How does the school manage the administration of medicines?
	Administrative Staff
	The school has a policy regarding the administration and managing of medicines. Parents need to contact the school office if medication is recommended by Health Professionals to be taken during the school day. On a day to day basis there are members of staff who have received training in order to manage medical issues.
 
If your child has a disability or medical issue that affects their learning and forms part of their special educational need, please contact the SENCO directly.  

	[bookmark: _Toc388613130][bookmark: _Toc388614479]What expertise and training do the staff have, in order to support pupils with SEND?
	We make sure that the staff are well trained to enable them to support children with SEND: 
· all teachers at Bosmere are degree level professionals who have been awarded Qualified Teacher Status. 
· we employ four Higher Level Teaching Assistants who have been trained to take on additional responsibilities. 
· when we introduce a new programme or intervention, we first make sure that those who will deliver it to children are thoroughly trained.  This allows us to be flexible and adapt to the needs of children with SEND that we may not have dealt with before.

	[bookmark: _Toc388613132][bookmark: _Toc388614480]How are parents consulted about the provision for SEND pupils?
	Parents are invited to come into school for parent/pupil consultation evenings.  In addition, pupils with an EHC Plan will have regular reviews for their child with the SENCO.
Parents of pupils with SEND can request to see the SENCO at parent consultation evenings or can arrange for a separate meeting. Parents of pupils with SEND who are thinking of sending their child to the school can arrange for a visit and meeting with the SENCO to discuss the needs of their child.

	[bookmark: _Toc388613133][bookmark: _Toc388614481]How are pupils consulted about the provision for SEND pupils?
	At Bosmere Junior School we endeavour to include children in making decisions about their education whenever appropriate. For example, pupils with SEND may be invited to discuss their goals and long term aspirations before establishing their next targets. Pupils’ views are often sought when trying to address problems with learning or behaviour. Looked After Children (CLA) and pupils with EHCPs are invited to provide their views in advance statutory reviews.

	[bookmark: _Toc388613134][bookmark: _Toc388614482]How do I make a complaint about SEND provision?
	We will work with parents to enable difficulties to be addressed by discussions with class teacher, SENCO or Headteacher. If there is no satisfactory conclusion, the matter will be referred, via the school’s complaints procedure to the Headteacher and the Governors.  (See School Complaints Policy).

	[bookmark: _Toc388613135][bookmark: _Toc388614483]What other services are involved in meeting the needs of pupils with SEND and in supporting the families?
	If a child has significant special needs, we may work with other agencies in order to provide them with the support they require. These agencies include:
Mental Health Support Team (MHST)
Child and Adolesent Mental Health Services (CAMHs)
Hampshire Educational Psychologist
The Hearing Impairment Team
Occupational Therapy
Speech and Language Therapy
Children’s Services

	How do I contact the support services for parents of pupils with SEND?
	The Parent Partnership Service provides impartial advice, information and support to parents and carers of children and young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) throughout Hampshire. 
· They can be contacted on 01962 845870 (Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm).
· You can see their website and email them at:  http://www3.hants.gov.uk/parentpartnership
· You can email them at: enquiries.pps@hants.gov.uk

	[bookmark: _Toc388613136][bookmark: _Toc388614484]How will the school support my child to join Bosmere Junior, transfer to a new setting or their secondary school?
	We recognise that ‘moving on’ can be difficult for a child with SEND/and or disabilities and take steps to ensure that any transition is as smooth as possible. If your child is joining Bosmere Junior School or moving to another school: 
· we will contact the new school’s SENCO and ensure he/she knows about any special arrangements or support that need to be made for your child. 
· we will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible.
· for some pupils identified as having SEND it may be appropriate to offer additional opportunities to visit the school in preparation for transfer in order to assist with the acclimatisation of the new surroundings and meet some of the key members of support staff.
When moving classes in school: 
information will be passed on to the new class teacher in advance and in most cases, a planning meeting will take place with the new teacher. All Pupil Profiles will be shared with the new teacher.

	[bookmark: _Toc388613137][bookmark: _Toc388614485]Where is Hampshire County Council’s local offer published?
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https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/localoffer.page

	[bookmark: _Toc388613138][bookmark: _Toc388614486]Who do I contact for further information about SEND?
	Your first point of contact will be our SENCO (Mrs Reed) - contact our school office to arrange a meeting.
Look at the SEND Policy on our school website.
Contact Parent Partnership Services enquiries.pps@hants.gov.uk
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