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Bosmere Junior School

Policy for Management of Drug Related Incidents

Introduction

Our school is committed to maintaining a safe, secure and supportive environment for its community, reinforced by the curriculum, policies, procedures and positive school environment initiatives.  Drug education is taught as a vital part of a sequential and developmentally appropriate curriculum and the well-being of the children and staff of the school are considered and promoted at all times.

The school buildings and grounds are a smoke-free zone and rules and expectations regarding smoking are made clear to parents and visitors. As part of the statutory duty to promote pupils' well-being, schools have a clear role in preventing drug misuse.
Rationale

All forms of drug use are becoming more prevalent in our society, and at Bosmere Junior School we believe pupils need to be prepared to manage this aspect of life.  They need to be informed about the physiological and psychological effects of drugs, and have a realistic understanding of the implications of drug misuse for the individual, the family, and wider society.  This will be achieved by providing pupils with a developmental PSHE programme which promotes spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and contains accurate knowledge, understanding and skill development across the key stage.  Pupils will be helped in making informed and healthy decisions about the use of substances such as alcohol, tobacco, solvents, medicines and other drugs.

This policy applies to school premises, off-site activities, visits and school trips including residential trips.  The policy also covers the use of school facilities and grounds by the community, including pupils, out of school hours.  Early access to support for pupils affected by drug misuse is essential.
Definitions
A drug is defined in this policy as any psychotropic substance: all legal drugs (e.g. alcohol,  nicotine [including cigarettes and vapes]), all illegal drugs (eg. cannabis, heroin, LSD, ecstasy), volatile substances (e.g. petrol, butane, aerosols), over the counter medicines (e.g. paracetamol, cough medicine), prescription medicines (e.g. insulin, antibiotics, epipens), and new psychoactive substances (NPS). 

A drug incident is defined as “evidence or suspicion of specific events at school involving one or more unauthorised drugs and requiring action by school staff”. (Definitions taken from “The Right Approach: Quality Standards in Drug Education”)

MANAGEMENT OF DRUG RELATED INCIDENTS

Medical Emergencies
In any case where the school becomes aware of a situation involving drug use without medical authority, staff will act promptly to ensure the safety and well-being of individuals and the school community.  Some medicines may be hazardous without the appropriate care; staff will exercise caution in all cases following the school’s first aid procedures and seeking medical guidance where necessary.

A medical emergency arises when a person:

· is unconscious;

· having trouble breathing;

· is seriously confused or disorientated;

· has taken a harmful / toxic substance;

· is otherwise in immediate risk of harm.

The school will prioritise safety and treat incidents as medical emergencies if necessary.

Finding Substances
If a substance is discovered which is suspected of being harmful, illegal or deserving of investigation it should be removed and given to the Headteacher in the presence of a witness.

If the substance is known or suspected to be illegal the police will be informed.

A record should be made as follows:

a) date and time of find and retrieval;

b) size and appearance of substance;

c) names of those concerned;

d) action taken.

Parents will be informed where appropriate.

Finding Paraphernalia

In the event of discovering any equipment or paraphernalia associated with drug misuse, the items should be handled with care and gloves should be worn.  Gloves can be found in the medical room.  Needles and syringes should be placed in a secure and rigid container and passed to the Headteacher for collection by the appropriate service.  All other items should be confiscated and given to the Headteacher for safekeeping.  The incident should be reported as above.

If items are retrieved from a pupil, the pupil’s parents should be informed of the action taken.

If items are not required by the police, the parents will be contacted by letter asking them to collect the items from school within a stated time of receiving the letter.  If not collected, items will be disposed of according to the advice given by the appropriate agency.

Suspicious Behaviour

If a pupil is displaying behaviour that could indicate involvement in drugs it should be reported to the Headteacher who will log the concern and contact the child’s parents.  This will enable a record to be compiled of teachers’ concerns about individuals and where necessary help and support will be offered to them.

Searching

School staff can search a pupil for any item if the pupil agrees.

Headteachers and staff authorised by them have a statutory power to search pupils or their possessions, without consent, where they have reasonable grounds for suspecting that the pupil may have a prohibited item.

Prohibited items include:

· alcohol 

· illegal drugs

· tobacco and cigarette papers

School staff can seize any article that the member of staff reasonably suspects has been, or is likely to be, used to commit an offence, or to cause personal injury to, or damage to the property of, any person (including the pupil). 

Headteachers and authorised staff can also search for any item banned by the school rules which has been identified in the rules as an item which may be searched for.

The Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher may authorise a search of storage areas i.e.  drawers as they remain the property of the school.  Searches must be carried out in the presence of another member of staff and if named pupils are implicated, they should be present.

Staff should try to persuade the voluntary production of any unlawful substances, i.e. asking the pupil to turn out their pockets. If it is necessary to search a pupil’s property or person and parents need to be informed as soon as possible.

If a pupil is found in possession of a substance suspected of being illegal, the police should be informed immediately.  Direct supervision will be necessary to ensure the substance is not disposed of or swallowed.

Hearsay

If a child tells their teacher about a concern they have about a drug related incident it should be passed as soon as possible to the Headteacher.  This matter will be recorded as hearsay evidence, and the Headteacher will take appropriate action according to the legal responsibilities.  Care should be taken to avoid ‘labelling’ children and to guard against rumours.

Sanction and Support

Drug advisory agencies are able to offer support and advice as well as up to date information on specific substances, their use, effects and availability and services available to young people and their parents.

Other specialist consultation groups, which are useful in assessing individual situations and circumstances surrounding substance related incidents may include:

· School Health Services;

· Education Psychologist;

· Police School Liaison Officer;

· Social Services (Child Protection Team).

Any sanctions will be appropriate and in proportion to the offence, consistent with existing school rules and take into account the needs of the young person, other pupils, the school and the community.

If it appears that criminal acts are taking place off the school premises, the Headteacher will inform the police.  The Headteacher / Deputy Headteacher will contact the police if they suspect that illegal drugs are being used or supplied on school premises.  They must inform the police in order to avoid any liability as a manager or occupier of premises under section 8 of the Misuse of Drugs.  The law permits school staff to take possession of a substance suspected of being a controlled drug, for the purposes of protecting a pupil from harm and from committing the offence of possession.  The substance must be handed to the police immediately.

The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 and its code of practice set out procedures in respect of the detention, treatment and questioning of young people by police officers.

Medicines

The school has a clear policy for the administering of medication.  (See Handbook for Parents).

Pupils Whose Parents/Carers Misuse Drugs

The school will be alert to behaviour which might indicate that a child is experiencing difficult home circumstances. Safeguarding procedures will be followed.
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