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Bosmere Junior School 

Cycling / Scooting to School Policy 

Rationale

Bosmere Junior School recognises the many positive benefits of cycling to and from school. We therefore look to encourage this form of travel in as many ways as possible. 

Benefits 

Some of the benefits of cycling to school include:

· Improving health, including mental health, through physical activity
· Establishing positive active travel behaviours
· Improved concentration and academic achievement
· Promoting independence and improving safety awareness
· Reducing congestion, noise and pollution in the community
· Reducing the environmental impact of the journey to school 

Practice

It is left to the parents’ discretion whether they accompany their child to school, although we strongly advise parents to supervise their child at all times. At all times, the decision as to whether a child is competent to cycle to and from school safely rests with the parent/carer and the school has no liability for any consequences of the decision. Children must wear a cycle helmet when riding a bike or scooting to school – this will be monitored by the staff on duty at the beginning of the school day. 
Children may store their bicycles and scooters at school, but the school cannot take any responsibility for them whilst on the premises. Parents are advised to take out appropriate insurance cover as the school’s insurance does not cover loss or damage to bicycles/ scooters.

Bicycles/scooters must NEVER be left on school premises overnight as they attract vandalism. If a bicycle/scooter is left on site the lock will be cut and the bicycle/scooter removed. 

Parents’ and carers’ responsibility: 

· Providing their child with the appropriate equipment such as, helmets, high-visibility clothing, lights and locks as appropriate

· The safety of their child on the journey to and from school

· Encouraging their children to be aware of and considerate toward other road users 

· Encouraging their children to take up opportunities to develop their competence and confidence in cycling 

· Ensuring that cycles ridden to school are road worthy and well maintained
· Reading and understanding the school cycling / scooting permit and signing and returning it 
· Should they wish to, parents can register valuable property, including bicycles and scooters, using the following links:

· NMPR (National Mobile Property Register), thenmpr.com (used by all UK Police Forces and integrated with Police National Computer).
· National Cycle Database, www.bikeregister.com
· Immobilise, The UK National Property Register, www.immobilise.com
Children’s responsibility: 

To make cycling to and from school a positive experience for everybody concerned, we expect all our pupils to:

· Wear a cycle helmet 

· Ride sensibly and safely and to follow the Highway Code 

· Behave in a manner which shows them and the school in the best possible light and to consider the needs of others when cycling
· Ensure they can be seen by other road users, by using bicycle lights and wearing high-visibility clothing, as appropriate 

· Avoid cycling or scooting on school grounds 

· Store and lock their bike/scooter in the designated area on school grounds 

· Dismount their bike/scooter when on school grounds to ensure their safety and the safety of others around them
Please note that if children are persistently failing to follow these guidelines they may be told they can no longer continue to cycle or scoot to school. 
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