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POLICY FOR THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OF COMPUTING
Vision and Aims Statement

Bosmere is a caring community, where the health, happiness and success of everyone is nurtured and celebrated. Within the Computing curriculum we aim to equip all pupils with the Computing skills and knowledge required for their next key stage and life beyond school. A high-quality computing education equips pupils to use computational thinking and creativity to understand and change the world. As a school, we embrace the national vision for Computing and appreciate that, to achieve this, pupils must have access to a curriculum which is ‘balanced and broadly based’. Our aim is to produce learners who are confident, discerning and effective users of technology and who also have a good understanding of computers and how computer systems work, and how they are designed and programmed. 

We aim to achieve this vision by:

•
supporting all children in using technology with purpose and enjoyment

•
Meeting, and building on the requirements set out in the National Curriculum as fully as possible and helping all children to achieve the highest possible standards of achievement

•
Helping all children to develop the underlying skills and capability which is essential to developing Computing capability (such as problem solving, perseverance, learning from mistakes) and apply them elsewhere

•
helping all children to develop the necessary skills to exploit the potential of technology and to become autonomous and discerning users

•
helping all children to evaluate the benefits and risks of technology, its impact on society and how to manage their use of it safely and respectfully.

•
using technology to develop partnerships beyond the school

•
celebrating success in the use of technology.

In Bosmere Junior School. teachers are encouraged to progressively develop pupils’ Computing skills and capability through discrete learning opportunities, and also to exploit this capability as a tool to support objectives in other curriculum areas meaningfully.  These links include, but are not limited to, the use of a range digital devices in a wide range of contexts.  Both plugged and unplugged learning opportunities are planned to support pupils’ understanding of the underlying concepts in Computing.  These opportunities may well be presented within other subject areas (e.g. sequencing instructions in English, problems solving in Maths or isolating variables in Science).

In this way Computing and the use of technology become integrated into the curriculum and are used as a truly beneficial tool for learning.  

The Computing Curriculum

The Computing Curriculum focuses on three areas of learning:

· Computer Science - how computers work and how to write algorithms and solve problems to eventually create a computer program
· Information technology - how data is represented and managed on computers
· Digital literacy (including e-Safety) - how to understand digital information and interact with it safely and appropriately
In accordance with the aims of the national curriculum, children are taught to:
· understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation 

· analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of writing computer programs in order to solve such problems 

· evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar technologies, analytically to solve problems 

· be responsible, competent, confident, safe and creative users of information and communication technology. 

Teaching and Learning Approaches

When delivering the National Curriculum for Computing, teachers are expected to employ a range of strategies and to use their professional judgement to decide on the most appropriate teaching and learning approach for the class, groups of pupils or individual pupils. Approaches and strategies used may include:

•
an ‘unplugged’ approach in order to develop their understanding of some of the underlying concepts of Computer Science

•
‘plugged’ activities which allow pupils to practise and demonstrate their levels of understanding

•
using presentation technology to demonstrate something to a group of pupils or the whole class

•
leading a group or class discussion about the benefits and risks of technology

•
individual or paired work

•
collaborative group work

•
pupil led demonstrations / peer mentoring

•
differentiated activities planned to allow different levels of achievement by pupils or to incorporate possibilities for extension work

•
teacher intervention where appropriate to support a pupil, reinforce an idea, teach a new point or challenge pupils’ thinking

Access and Inclusion

Each pupil’s access to technology varies greatly dependent on the nature of the activity they are involved in (e.g. some activities benefit from prolonged access to a computer whilst other are best served with brief access to a digital device for a focused purpose). However, on average, pupils have an hour allocated to Computing each week using a mixture of unplugged activities and the following technology:

· ICT Suite

· Laptops

· Interactive Whiteboards

· Data Logging Equipment

In addition to discrete Computing sessions, opportunities to develop and extend Computing capability are provided in other curriculum areas and technology is used to support most other subject areas. All children have equality of access to appropriate technology in order to develop their personal Computing capability. When children are working in groups, we endeavour to ensure that their hands-on experience is equitable. 

The SEND lead and Computing Subject Leader jointly advise teachers on examples of technology which can be provided to support individual children with particular physical, linguistic and educational needs, including gifted and talented pupils. Where appropriate, an external specialist may be used to assess a child's specific needs.

Children with access to technology at home are encouraged to use it for educational benefit and online safety guidance is offered to both pupils and parents where appropriate.  

Bosmere Website
We have a website at www.bosmere.hants.sch.uk which complies with regulations set by Ofsted. It is used to show existing parents what is happening at school but also gives prospective parents information about the school. It contains many links to e-safety resources.
We request that all parents sign a consent form called “Using Images of Children” at the beginning of Year 3 lasting for the duration of the time in Bosmere Junior School. This is inside every teacher’s register. 
Office 365
Staff and pupils have access to a full suite of software through Office 365 including Outlook (email) Word, Excel and Powerpoint. These can also be accessed from home. Staff have remote access to the school’s network via Microsoft TEAMS. Digital Year Group Areas have also been created for children via the TEAMS platform. In the event that the school has to provide remote learning, daily lessons of English, Maths and other foundation subjects will be provided. There is also a Playground area where pupils can chat safely to their year group friends. Teachers can also set homework within this area. Pupils are able to communicate with their teachers through the ‘I need help’ channel. All pupils and parents are asked to abide by the school’s Office 365 agreement - Appendix 1.
E-Safety Policy

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all those using the Internet do so with respect to others and the law in accordance with the school’s guidelines concerning responsibilities and acceptable use set out below.

The e-Safety policy is a multi-layered approach to e-Safety. It aims to raise awareness of Internet safety and outlines the issues, safeguards and responsibilities. Parental Permission is given by the return of a Responsible Internet Use Permission form as evidence of parental acceptance of responsible ICT use within the school. Children are empowered by signing the Responsible Internet Use Permission form. Staff must abide by the guidelines set out in the ‘Staff Acceptable Use of ICT’ document.  
E safety is a whole school responsibility and forms part of the wider curriculum with it being particularly focused on in the Computing and PSHE curriculum. School leaders also frequently discuss e-Safety in assemblies. Teachers should ensure that children in their care do not have access to the Internet or email without adult supervision.

Bosmere has a centralised approach regarding technology for protecting children from inappropriate Internet access. All responsible use agreements are in appendices in the e safety policy. 

Assessment and Recording

Class teachers will monitor, assess and record individual pupil's Computing experiences. 
The Computing Manager is responsible for monitoring the Computing provision across the key stage. This will be shared through the subject report meeting with the ICT Governor annually. 

Computing Manager and Network Manager
The Computing Manager, in close association with the network provider, will be expected to keep up-to-date with the latest developments in hardware and software and manage the Computing budget. The Manager will ensure that the Network provider is responsible for making sure that hardware is kept in good working order, overseeing the arrangement of servicing of equipment as and when required (see Health and Safety policy). There will be occasions when some computers will be out of use and problems reported to the school’s IT provider. Technicians will work the way through the list prioritising and troubleshooting as problems arise.
The Computing Manager will continue to provide training as and when required. 
Appendices

Office 365 agreement 

Staff Acceptable Use of ICT 

School Rules for Responsible Internet Use 
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