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POLICY STATEMENT FOR COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

At Bosmere we follow the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act which states that:
“all pupils in attendance at a maintained school shall on each school day take part in an act of collective worship”. They must also be “appropriate, having regard to the ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds of the pupils”.

Aims
We see school worship as an educational opportunity with clear objectives.  We use this time to encourage pupils to:
· Provide opportunities for pupils’ Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural development 
· Show interest in, and a concern for, members of the school community
· Explore important moral issues 
· Celebrate special occasions together
· Show concern for the daily happenings in school life, the local community and the wider world
· Share appreciation of worthwhile projects undertaken by groups within the school
· Explore and review the variety of  values, attitudes, standards, manifested in religions and society including:
· The Bosmere GROW IT Values: Greatness, Resilience, Originality, Wonder, Independence and Teamwork
· The Bosmere HEARTS Values: Health, Empathy, Ambition. Respect. Trust, Safety
· British Values: Democracy, The Rule of Law, Individual Liberty, Mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and for those without faith.
· Reflect upon dimensions of human life – the wonderful, beautiful, joyful, heroic, humorous, tragic, sorrowful, solemn

We acknowledge and make sure that the acts of worship are wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character, because of the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian. Families who send their children to this school are in the main either Christian or from non-religious backgrounds. However there a minority of pupils from a range of faith backgrounds, including Hindu, Muslim, Jewish etc. We recognise that in asking our children to worship we have to consider the background that our children come from and it is therefore not the practice of this school to preach to or convert the children.  The faith background of both the staff and the child’s family is respected at all times.

Our aim is to foster in pupils a reflective approach to living.  We hope that acts of collective worship will in some sense reflect something special and separate from ordinary school activities.

Organisation and Leadership
There are whole school gatherings on Mondays and Thursdays.  On Wednesdays a whole school singing practice includes an act of collective worship.  Classroom / Year Group Collective Worship takes place on Tuesdays. On Fridays a ‘Celebration Assembly’ is recorded and watched in classrooms. The Headteacher or Deputy Head usually leads the whole school worship, with each class leading a class assembly each year. Other members of staff will lead class / year group worship. The school invites leaders from St Faith’s Church to conduct collective worship several times each year with a particular focus on Christian festivals e.g. Harvest, Christmas, Easter. Although issues are approached from the point of view of broadly Christian ethics which correspond with the school’s aims and values, mention may be made of festivals and traditions in other faiths. We enjoy the fresh approach which visitors can bring to our school worship, but we require them to adhere to our values.

Right to Withdrawal
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our school is based on an inclusive ethos; we expect all children to attend Collective Worship assemblies. However, we respect the right of any parent / guardian to request permission for their child to be excused. This complies with the 1944 Education Act and was restated in the 1988 Education reform Act. Withdrawal will only be made following parental discussion with the Headteacher followed by written confirmation of withdrawal. The school will make alternative arrangements for the supervision of those children granted withdrawal from assemblies. This complies with the 1944 Education Act and was restated in the 1988 Education reform Act. The Headteacher keeps a record of all those children withdrawn from Collective Worship.

This policy statement shares the aims and values of the school’s religious education policy, but stands separately from it. 

Additional Information
For more information on Collective Worship please see the Religious Education and Collective Worship document from the Department for Education.
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